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Art Unit: 2856 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 8, it is unclear what is 
being designated by the recitation "fixed member portion" (lines 16-17) or a 
member ...having a portion disposed outside said orifice" (line 10), etc. Is this 
referring to the nut 17 or part 15b of collar 15? If it is referring to part 15b, then it 
is unclear how this portion is "releasable from the remainder of said fixed 
member"? If it is referring to nut 17, it is unclear how the functional member 
"having a portion confronting said portion of said fixed member in a direction 
parallel" to the longitudinal axis. It is noted that the terminology of a fixed 
member portion has not been found in the specification for any clarification and 
that both limitations as recited above cannot be met by either expediency. 
Clarification is required. 



Application/Control Number: 10/538,748 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2856 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Harada-US Patent # 4,392,082. As to claim 8, as best understood, Harada 
discloses a pressure sensitive ignition plug for sensing the internal pressure of a 
cylinder of an internal combustion engine including cylinder head (1) having a 
threaded bore (unnumbered) having a wall and an orifice (bore) passing through 
the wall, and inherently having a longitudinal axis, a functional member (insulator 
assembly 6) used in the operation of the engine for housing central electrode and 
being disposed, in part, in the bore and extending out of the cylinder head, and 
being "bodily moveable" since the "displacement" of the assembly 6 is 
measured(note col. 1 , lines 50 et seq.), and further including a fixed member 
(metallic plug body 2) fixed to the wall via threads 4 and screw portion 27 outside 
the bore, where the assembly 6 has a portion (around and above diameter 14 
portion confronting the body 2 portion 3 in a direction parallel the longitudinal 
axis, and pressure sensitive means (pressure sensor 17) disposed between the 
fixed member and confronting portion to detect pressure changes in the head by 
displacement of the insulator assembly, see col. 2, lines 50 et seq and fig. 1 . 
Further, note that the screw 27 is externally exposed and appears to be capable 
of being released since it is referred to as a "fixing screw". As to claim 9, all the 
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portions appear to be annular given the view of fig. 2. As to claims 1 0 and 1 1 , 
note the view of fig. 1 . As to claim 12, as best understood, again note fig. 1 
where the portion of the fixed means and confronting portion above the cylinder 
head have a diameter greater than that of the bore. As to claim 13, as best 
understood, the confronting portion and the sensitive means and part of the fixed 
means are disposed outside of the orifice. As to claim 14, note the threading of 
the fixed member 2 which is separate from the operating member 6. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 1/28/08 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant has argued that in Harada, a spark plug of special 
configuration is provided where the present invention employs standard spark 
plugs, etc. and that member 27 is not exposed and is not removable for 
replacement. Such an argument is not found persuasive because there is no 
claim language reciting a spark plug or its configuration as standard or special. 
Further, it is noted that member 27 is recited as a fixing screw which would 
seem to indicate that the screw would also then be capable of being releasing 
when it is unscrewed. Further, as to the recitation of being "externally exposed", 
it is noted that there is no indication as to what the exposure is to and it is noted 
that the screw 27 meets the limitation of being "externally exposed" when the 
sheath is removed. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nashmiya S. Fayyaz whose telephone 
number is 571-272-2192. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays 
and Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hezron E. Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/N. S. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2856 
/Hezron Williams/ 



Application/Control Number: 10/538,748 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2856 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2856 



